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15 Dec sober 1953 + 


MSWCgtAKDUM FOR THE RECORP 

SUBJECT 1 Conference with Regard to Publication of the Opinions of 
General Counsel 

l® l EBENCEi Memo to Senior Officials frets OGC dated 13 Bee. 195&, subject 
as shove. 

1* Referenced memorandum convened subject conference this date. The 
undersigned attended as representative of the 10. The following explanations 
and decisions were the substance of the conference! 

a. The opinions to he published will he those which, in the 
opinion of the General Counsel, are of Interest generally because 
they involve situations which my arise in a number of ccmponents . 
Periodically, General Counsel will review the opinions it has 
rendered and select those which seam to meet the criteria of 
general interest . Where the fact situation involves a SS/p 
employee or component, DD/P will he consulted prior to issuance . 

b. It was agreed that it would he helpful to recipients to 
alter the proposed format by separating the statement of "facts" 
from the body of the opinion* The opinions will he presented 
in distinct sub-sections labelled "facts’*, "applicable law or 
regulation.," "aiMu..lon," m "opinion.* 

c. Initially, distribution will he to administrative and 
executive designees or components at the office, area division, 
senior staff, or DD/A functional division level. Seventy-five 
copies will he released initially. Between 10 and 15 opinions 
per month can he expected at firet. The anticipated delay between 
the writing of an opinion and its delivery to distributees is six 
weeks, hut the office requesting the opinion win receive it as 
soon as it is written. 

d. It was felt that there night he sane problems arising from 
sterilisation if seme recipients attempted to get additional facta 
based on a guess as to which component or employee was the real 
component or employee disguised in the opinion. If this becomes 

a problem, OGC will taka steps to assure that all questions concern- 
ing opinions will initially he directed to and answered only by OGC. 
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s. QGC mill announce the initiation of it* printed cjpinlte. 
pr a gm a by a msooran dum to initial distributees po intin g out tat 
reasons for publishing tine opinions and tbs Uiitstidu of their 
effect. Concurrently , and by CIA Sot lee, a group larger than the 
75 original distributees (dove to branch sat section chiefs) bill 
be advised that QGC opinions are being published and ante available 
to senior consonants. Finally, web espy of each o pi nion will 
contain a caveat that the opinion supplement# end does sot take to* 
place of the Public law. Agency Regulation, or other saeh Material 
which it seeks to interpret. 

f . It was agreed that distributees s hou ld be allowed to wort 
out their own system for filing these opinion* sad that there should 
be no requirement that the opinions be cospiled in a binder by 
recipients nor treated as controlled documents except for SCO's; record 
as to initial recipient*. To assist la relating opinions to each 
other and to Agency Regulations, any opinion bearing upon another 
opinion will state that fact and the Agency desolation involved, if 
any, will be noted in a separate block. 

g. So opinions will be classified hi ghe r than secret. 


2. All present agreed that the proposed publication of QGC opinion* was 
a aajor stop forward and would assist la building that body of administrative 
experience for the lack of which oany Agency administrators aad su§>ervi*crs 
arm now operating in somewhat of a vacuum* It was suggested that, af ter t Am 
QGC opinions hod been available long enough to provide east experience *s to 
their usefulness, other Agency administrative offices with r e cur r en t preclews 
Involving interpretation (e.g. , Medical and Finance) aigjht consider similar 
publication . 
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